
Interactive Parent-Child 
Reading Activities  

Making Storytime  
		  Fun and Educational
Reading with your child is one of the most 
valuable ways to foster a love for books, 
strengthen language skills, and build 
meaningful connections. But reading  
doesn’t have to be a passive activity— 
when you make storytime interactive,  

it becomes a rich learning experience that 
engages your child’s curiosity, creativity, 
and comprehension. Incorporating fun and 
interactive strategies can transform reading 
into an engaging, educational, and joyful 
bonding experience.

Here are some simple yet effective 
ways to make reading time more 
engaging for your child:

Ask Open-Ended Questions: 

Encourage deeper thinking and conversation 
by asking questions beyond the text. This 
encourages comprehension, problem-solving, 
and verbal expression. Instead of just reading 
the words, engage your child with prompts 
such as:
•	 “How do you think the character  

is feeling?”
•	 “What would you do in this situation?”
•	 “Why do you think this happened?”
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Bring Books To Life: 

Use gestures, facial expressions, and voices 
for different characters as you read. Changing 
your tone and pitch to match different 
characters makes the reading experience 
engaging and memorable. Animal sounds, 
silly voices, and dramatic expressions all make 
story time more exciting! Use props or let 
your child act out parts of the story with you 
for extra fun.

Encourage Prediction and Retelling: 

Ask your child to guess what might happen 
next before turning the page. After reading, 
ask them to retell the story in their own 
words, reinforcing memory and sequencing 
skills.

Relate the Story to Real Life: 

Help your child make personal connections by 
linking the story to their own experiences:
•	 “Have you ever felt like this character?”
•	 “Do you remember when we saw an 

animal like this at the zoo?”
•	 “This reminds me of a time we went  

to the park. What did we do there?”

Play Word Hunts and Letter Games: 

For early readers, pick a letter or a word 
from the book and ask your child to find 
it throughout the pages. This builds letter 
recognition and early literacy skills.
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Let Your Child Take the Lead: 

Encourage your child to “read” by pointing to 
pictures, repeating familiar words, or telling 
their own version of the story. Even if they 
aren’t reading yet, this builds confidence and 
strengthens pre-reading skills.

Make It a Routine and a Ritual: 

Consistency is key—make reading a daily 
habit that your child looks forward to. 
Whether it’s a bedtime story, a morning book 
ritual, or an afternoon reading break, having 
a routine helps establish a lifelong love for 
reading.

Reading with your child should be an 
enjoyable and meaningful experience.  
By making storytime interactive, you 
support your child’s literacy development 
and nurture their curiosity, confidence, and 
imagination. The more fun and engaging 
reading is, the more your child will develop  
a love for books that lasts a lifetime. 
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